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December 2011 The song says, "he's making a list
checkin' it twice; gonna find out who's
Dear Friends in Christ, naughty or nice." | learned exactly what that

song means at the age of five.

| remember being taken to a Christ- This Christmas the Christ Child is
mas event by my mother and Annie at theoming into our world. He isn't making a list
age of five. Annie was our maid and lookexfind out if we've been naughty or nice.
after me and my sister when we lived in And, he doesn't have a fellow in black fol-
Germany in the early 1950s. This event tmking him around to hit bad "children™ with
place in Annie's village in the town hall o switch. He loves all of us all of the time.
some other community building. All of the

town's children were there along with my God bless,
sister and |. We were standing in a large cir-
cle with our parents behind us when in Father Frank

walked St. Nicholas, Chris Kringle, and one
other fellow dressed all in black. They were
accompanied by a couple of others.

St. Nicholas and his entourage made their
way around the circle giving candies,

nuts, fruit, and small gifts to the good chil-
dren, but the bad children received a hit on
the cheek with a switch from the fellow in
black. When they arrived in front of us, | re-
ceived a hit with the switch rather than a
small gift. My memory gets a little fuzzy at
this point.

Was the fellow in black attempting to CHRI STMAS

strike me or a child behind me? Or, was | be

ing hit because | was an American child MORNING

"invading" this town's event? Whatever the

case, | remember my mother and Annie hav- EUCHARIST

ing to reassure me afterward that | was in-
deed a good child. It was a traumatic mo- .

ment for a five year old to be shamed in 9 ° OO a.Inm.
front of all in attendance.




VETERANS SUNDAY

11.11.11 Thank You For Yoq.r Service 11.13.11

Many veterans, from the com- g
munity and the parish, were &
recognized during the 10:00
a.m. worship on November

13th. This annual event is coor
dinated by Raelene Miller.
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Advent Study toys. We invite all the members of the congrega-
An Advent study will be conducted by fon to bring their favorite gift or

Frank on two Monday evenings during Advetaly to church at either 8 or 10 o'clock for the

The study will be held in the Guild room at 7blessing.

o'clock on the 5th and 19th of December. The

study will examine the birth and childhood o€Confirmation Class

Jesus as contained in the-nanonical gospels. Fr. Frank will conduct a confirmation

The study will examine not only these gospakgss for young people of middle school age be-

but also focus on the reasons why they werginoing in January. Interested young people or

included in the Bible. their parents are requested to contact Fr. Frank.
The policy of the Diocese is that one
Christmas Services must be 16 years of age in order to be

This year Christmas falls on a Sundayconfirmed and that confirmation is an adult,
Therefore, we will have our regular Christmasature commitment of one's faith.
Eve services plus a Christmas morning service. Confirmation classes will continue for
The Christmas Eve services begin at 5:30 ptwo years in preparation for the laying on of
That service is the "family" celebration with hands.
pageant. The eleven o'clock Holy Eucharist with
choir is the traditional midnight celebration. Acolytes
Then on Christmas morning we will celebrate Four young people of Christ Church
the Holy Eucharist at 9 a.m. This service takesve expressed an interest in becoming
the place of the normal 8 and 10 o'clock celaeolytes. If any other young people are inter-
brations. ested in assisting Fr. Frank at the altar, they
The First Sunday after Christmas con-are asked to speak with Fr. Frank. New acolyte
tinue our observance of the Incarnation withrobes are being ordered for those wishes to
the service of lessons and carols at 10 a.m.s@rve at the altar, so contact Fr. Frank as soon a:
the day, we will also have the blessing of th@ossible.



